	Task 3:
	Blog: Learning Journal / Portfolis

	Due date:
	15th May: All entries must be completed by this date. In addition you MUST have emailed me the link to your blog by this date.

	Weighting:
	20%

	Length:
	Entries should include the key learning and reflections you obtained during our one-day bushwalk to the Shoalhaven River


Assignment details
I would like you to set up a free e-blogger account to host your Outdoor Education Bush-Walking Blog. [see Tutorials for e-blogger.] In the time between our Sunday hike together and the due date of the 15th of May you are to create a reflection blog / online learning portfolio. 

So that you can feel totally safe with any information you want to disclose you can choose the level of privacy of your blog. This can range from everyone on the WWW to nobody but you, or only people you invite. See this video tutorial Privacy Select Tutorial. As a minimum you need to add me as an invited visitor to your blog. Once you have done this, can you please send your blog address to me at digger.boyle@bigpond.com ]. They are strictly confidential.  You need not show anyone your work, unless you give permission for someone to have access to it.  See my example at http://diggerboyle.blogspot.com 
E-blogger is a multi-dimensional web 2.0 tool where you can integrate photos, video, voice and your writing all in one place. All these used together can provide a rich reflective portfolio of your reflection, learning and its application to other areas of your life. By partaking in this process I am hoping you will have a new tool to utilise with the students you will be working with on future outdoor-ed camps. 

The blog should record your:

· Reflections on your learning and experiences during our field trip.
· Ideas that sparked an interest that you want to explore further.
· Things that clashed with your current view of outdoor-ed teaching.
· Relationships with yourself, others or the environment.
· Feelings, thoughts, comments about the hike.
· Photos of the terrain, hazards, views, nature, anything that inspires you. [Bring your camera] I take photos to use in PowerPoint briefings for student briefings.
· Video of key learning. We will be conducting micro-lesson on a variety of topics; you may want to capture these] [Bring your video]
· Voice recordings: Some outdoor-ed leaders are taking their phones on trips and capturing either their own or student’s reactions in the heat of the moment when learning is occurring. Bring your phone or MP3 recorder to capture your thoughts and then upload them to your blog.

A Framework To Structure Your Work Around

Engaging our students in the learning and reflection process is often challenging but it is a critical part of the experiential learning cycle. Using Kolb’s (1989) reflection cycle, you will need to incorporate aspects of his experiential education model into your own personal and professional growth and development.  In other words, Kolb’s model follows a cyclical format viz:  “Experience, Reflect, Process and Apply” and this generic format may be used as a template for your blog entries. 
