
Assessment Tasks


Assignment details

1. Select a seminar topic from the list provided or seek approval for an appropriate alternative with your lecturer.  
2. Present your seminar in an innovative fashion designed for use in the classroom setting or as a lesson that could be delivered as part as an outdoor education field trip.

3. Use all the teaching skills you have acquired to date, to make this both interesting and informative.  
4. The format is left to your imagination! However, the class lesson should be geared to a 30 minute period.   
5. The class should walk away from this lecture with a useful teaching resource which is made available using a new web 2.0 technology called “Slideshare”. www.slideshare.net 

6. Slideshare allows you to upload your powerpoint to a site that is available to anyone on the www. You can integrate video of your presentation into this slide show, as well as narrating it. An uploaded slideshow with added narration is known as a “Slidecast”. So as a minimum I want to see your seminar hosted on Slideshare as a Slidecast, with each slide narrated. Part of this task is to show you how you can integrate Web 2.0 technology into outdoor ed. Please create a free account at www.slideshare.net The following tutorials will help you get going on this.
Slideshare Set Up and Familiarisation

http://www.slideshare.net/tour 
http://www.slideshare.net/faqs/slidecast.
http://blog.slideshare.net/2009/01/20/slideshare-takes-over-youtube/ 
http://www.slideshare.net/digger_boyle see some of my presentations hosted at Slideshare.

http://www.slideshare.net/group/outdoor-education I created a group on Slideshare called outdoor-education. I would like you to ensure you link your presentation to this site. My vision is that there will be a place where outdoor-ed teachers can host and share their material.

http://www.slideshare.net/jbrenman/thirst check out the winner of the worlds best powerpoint! 

Recording your Slideshare Voiceover.
If you do not have any software to make an MP3 file of your narration for syncing with your powerpoint which is uploaded to Slideshare, you will need a free software download called “Audacity” to record your narration. 
Download a free copy of Audacity Software at Audacity 1.2.6 installer [only install this version]
You will also need to download the Lame MP3 file which allows you to export your recording as an MP3 file. Go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/faq?s=install&item=lame-mp3 Remember where you saved it to!
If you have a laptop, bring it to our first class, preferably with these 2 pieces of software installed. 

I will conduct a tutorial for you on Slideshare and Audacity, so if technology is not your thing, don’t panic, this is all pretty simple once you have a look at the above tutorials and see the software in action! 
While the above format for creating a teaching resource is preferred, an acceptable alternative will require you to video record your seminar [this will need to be done prior to you delivering it to the class during the second weekend of seminars]. Edit it and upload to a video hosting site called “Teachertube” which is free to join. http://www.teachertube.com 
Please link your video to the outdoor education video site I have created at the following link: http://www.teachertube.com/groups_home.php?urlkey=outdooreducation From this page you can have a sneak preview of the Apple Tree Flat Hike Video which will give you an idea about the terrain we will walking in on Sunday 29th March.
7. Your teacher resource must be online on Slideshare or Teachertube prior to us meeting for our final weekend on June 13th. So the deadline is Friday night June 12th.
Possible Seminar Topics
1. Navigation 1: Introduction to map reading: Integrate this site mapzone into the teaching of your seminar maybe an option http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 
2. Navigation 2: Introduction to compass use and integrating this with map use. http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=8e282811958dcea1493a 
3. Route planning and completing a route card. You must include the use of google earth as part of the process showing how you can integrate photos and video into google earth. Must include a PowerPoint and handout of a route card and how to fill this in and who we would leave it with in case of an emergency.
4. Wilderness First Aid. Common injuries and accidents that occur in the outdoors. Highlight what the statistics tells us about accidents in the outdoors and then demonstrate the latest first aid treatment techniques.
5. Utilising IT to conduct a pre-trip hike briefing with students. Use PowerPoint, Digital Photography and Video to bring your hike briefing alive. See also Memory Map for awesome 3d map viewing.
6. The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme (D of E): Conduct a seminar that introduces us to the scheme. Discuss how to go about setting up the scheme. Include a PowerPoint resource that would help you brief students about the scheme and the management of the D of E book sign off process.
7. River Crossing: Deliver a presentation that covers all the information one needs to know about to make an informed decision about safe river crossings. Compare and contrast river crossing practices in other countries. Australia, New Zealand, North America. Discuss accidents that have occurred at river crossings. What lessons have been learnt from these accidents?
8. Campsite selection: Several deaths have occurred in Australia over the past few years as a result of leaders not being aware of potential hazards at campsites. Include a review of these accidents and the lessons learnt. Then go over a list of things that a leader would need to consider when arriving at camp. Create a lesson that would cover all these key components.

9. Risk Management: Most schools require us to file a risk management assessment of our trip prior to heading out on a hike. What is a risk assessment, how should it be conducted in an outdoor-ed context. Compare and contrast several models that are being used in our industry.

10. Environmental awareness activities: Without an outdoor environment we would not have outdoor education in its true sense. Introduce us to a variety of activities that can teach our students about the care of the environment and appreciation of its beauty.

11. Camp Fire Activities: Much of the Outdoor Education’s powerful learning and sharing occurs around the campfire. Having a repertoire of activities to draw upon is invaluable for outdoor leaders. Research a selection of activities that we would be able to use around the fire on camp. There should be a variety of activities that are simply “FUNN” (function understanding not necessary) but others that require reflection and thinking from the participants.
12. Menu Planning and Trangia / Stove Use. Eating and cooking in the bush is an art. There are a variety of menu options out there being used. Give an overview of menu possibilities and how we can pre-prepare this for our trips. Give an overview of camp stove use and safety considerations.
13. Emergency Planning Considerations in the Outdoors: Planning for the worst case scenario is an important part of leadership in the outdoors. Introduce us to emergency considerations we need to plan for. Include how we should set up contacts with emergency services / national parks. http://www.slideshare.net/digger_boyle/emergency-preparation-in-outdoor-education 
14. Weather: Weather due to its dynamic nature has contributed to many accidents in the outdoors and is often a variable that leaders leave out of their planning. Discuss different kinds of weather conditions that can impact on outdoor education trips. How should our outdoor policy guide our practice for these conditions? Things to consider: Heavy rains and floods, Lightning protocols, Strong Wind Warnings/tree fall, Hot weather concerns, extreme fire danger, severe weather warning from the Bureau of Meteorology. Orient us around the Bureau of Meteorology website and demonstrate how some of the resources that are available to leaders. http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=df451b149e5de84ff3ef 

15. Fire: Being able to light a fire is an essential tool in outdoor education. Most young (and older) students love the challenge of getting a fire going. Introduce us to a variety of methods that we could use to get a fire going without using matches or a lighter. http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=7283fb7739acf854fef0 
16. Safety Equipment: There has been a proliferation of technological devices that can add a degree of safety to our wilderness sojourns. Give us an overview of the latest technological devices and how they can be utilised by leaders. Discuss the pros and cons of these devices. Ensure you include: Spot, New Epirbs, Sat phones, Mobiles, Radios, GPS. Where can we obtain and hire this equipment for our trips with students?

17. How To Prepare For A 2 Day Hiking Trip: It is often a challenge preparing a group of students for a weekend hiking trip into the wilderness. Develop and deliver a lesson that teaches us what equipment and clothing we need to bring. Introduce us to several ways of packing and managing this equipment into our back packs. Conclude with a discussion and demonstration on how to fit our backpack correctly. Include packing lists to guide what we need to bring!

18. Technology to aid reflection in Outdoor Education: Part of the experiential learning cycle is to allow students to reflect on their experiences. How can modern electronics be integrated into our outdoor programs to help promote reflection? What are the tools that could be utilised? Suggest a framework for their use with some examples of possible student tasks. How can this be integrated into web 2.0 technologies like: Mobil Phones with cameras, videos, voice recorders, blogs, e-journals, personal websites or online portfolios?
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